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25 Confidence ſhall Be root. 
ed out of his Tabernacle, 
and it ſball bring him to 
_ the King of [ errors. | 


. D4 D the M of 76, 
"Fj PLE here ſhews the Deſtruction that 
Rl is reſerv'd for the wicked 
Tay in this World and ano- 
ther : He is diſpirited and weakned by 
continual Fears, ariſing from the Senſe 
of his Guilt, and the Apprehenſion of Di- | 
vine Anger : The moſt uneaſy Companion, 
an evil Conſcience, ſhall ever haunt him; 
be ſhall tremble to ſee himſelf the Mark of 
the whole Creation, an Object of the Frown 
of Heaven, a deſtin d: Prey to the devouring 
A Serpent 
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10 Serpent, in the Pit rer! Darkneſs ind a Bur e 
then to the N _ his he Crea- 3 


Hr * his own Accuſer and Tormen- 
ter always in his Boſom, is afraid on every 
Siͤde, driven to his Feet, like a conſcious 
Mu,/,ulefactor, when none purſues him; but in 
vain, they are faſt in the Snare, from the 
All-piercing Eye of, Heaven he cannot ab- 
ſcond; - and whither can he for. Shelter 
from _ arg Arm of the. mighty: 4 


"= 281 


| No 3 that " is all diſhearten 4 
within, and. from without diſtracted, when 
he ſees his Ruin approaching. Deſtruction 
is ready at his Side, and he is brought o 
Defolation in a Moment. He feels himſelf | 
utterly unable to combat with his Miſery, 
to bear up under it, or to eſcape it. That 
Which he rely d upon as his Strength, his 
Wealth, | Power, Pomp, Friends, and the 
Firmneſs of his own Spirit, ſhall fail him 
in the Time of Need; as he is! impure, he 
is, unpacify d, in the way of. Sorrow. and 
.everlaſtin g Confu ſion. 
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'Tro': -hib Lifs was ſecure and joyous; a ' 


miſerable End awaits him: He is arreſted 
by the Miniſter, the Firſt-born of Death; 
ſome ſtroke, the Harbinger. of Fate, breaxs 
| his Confidence, and all that was his Sup- 
| port is taken from him: He ir rooted out as 
| 7 Tree that cumber'd the Ground ; and as 
he was all his Life-time ſubject to Bondage, 


he is at laſt brought 1 to Death, the King of 
Terrors, a as a Captive to the Conqueror, a 


Dearn is to Nature terrible: Our Lord 
himſelf pray d. Father ſave me from this 


Hour; but to the Wicked it is in a ſpe- 


cial Manner the King of Terrors, as it is a 


Period to that Life, in which they plac'd 


| their Happineſs, and a Remove to the ſe- 


cond Death of Eternal Anguiſh. They 


are then driven from Light into Darkneſs, 
I from the Light of this World, and their 
9 proſperous Condition in it, into outer Dark- 
5 E neſs, where no Gleam, no Hope of Light 
ſhall ever appear. | a 


= Tuty are then chas'd out of the World, 
as Adam out of Paradiſe; willing to ſtay, 
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but fore d to 8 and drage'd away by 

the Meſſengers of their Priſon. Such are 

the Dwellings of the Wicked, and this is 
the Place of him that knoweth not Go. 


FL HIS iS an 5 of the Text, and a 
natural Introduction to the re * | 


ment. 


' Tarxs is not a more e eſſectual Check to 
our Deſires, a better Motive to revive a true 
Chriſtian Spirit, than to meditate on Death, 
which reduces us to our firſt Skeleton, and 
ſhews us, as in a Glaſs, the Face of our 
Nativity. How ſhould this make our 
whole Life one good Work, one conſtant. 
Prayer! How ſhould this repel the Force of 
Sin, and to the moſt ſublime Degree exalt 
| | our Piety ! It will naturally cool our With- 

[ es, While we are in Vigour, for the uncer- 
, tain Goods of the World; take us off from 
the Strife of anxious Care, and the Chaſe. 

of fleeting Pleaſure, when we find our 

wretched All no more than preſent Food, 

and a future Grave: This Meditation will 

Prepare us for Sicknels, and Decrepit Age, 

tnen 


everlaſtin g. 


5 55 1 


then it will relieve the wonnded Spirit; and 


ſweeten the laſt Remains of Life; +it- will 
then be Health and Cure to us, a hea- 


venly Manna to the Soul; when all beneath 
forſakes us, When Fame fliall be ond to 
be no more than à Breath, gather d Riches, 
a paſt Trouble, but no preſent Comfort, and 


Life it ſelf ſhall be thought a Diſeaſe, 055 5 


whieh this is the only Remedy: A timely 
Thought of our laſt Hour will diſarm the 
fatal Javelin, whenever it is pointed at us, 
will make the Tomb a Retirement of Bliſs, 
will tend to perfect our State hereafter; will 
build up our Duſt to Immortality, and lead 

us to Paths 1 2 980 and Tua of E 


7 : 


To the Ghaſtly « Conflicts * che dying 
Bed, the firſt Alarm, the Trial of our Spi- 
rit, the leadin g Encounter, is the Dejection 


and the Pains of Sickneſs : This was brought 


into the World by the Sin of Adam, Inno- 
cence and Happineſs deſerted us together, 


and we thence became pilgrims on the Face 


of the Earth, and were pierced thro with 
many Sorrows, Then Death l his pale 


Em pire 


x. 
Empire, then we enter'd on a Stage of daily 
Decay and Affliction. Theſe have encreas d 
upon us by the growing Sins of our Fore- 
fathers, and our own. - A Life of a Thouſand} 
Years is diminiſh'd to Seventy, or a far leſs”. 
Proportion. Diſeaſes multiply and haſten ; 
Life is ſo ſhort, that it is almoſt uſeleſs; Len 
or Twelve Generations muſt: contribute to 
form one beautiful Art, or onè compleat Ge- 
nius; andi in the Series of thoſe Ages, ſo many 
Breaks and Changes ariſe; ſo many Shocks of 
War and Violence? that a Nation · will loſe, 
in a ſhort Period, the Learning and Virtue, 
which a whole Century has been acquiring: 
Miſery has been deriv'd with Sin, and that 
has provok d God to abridge the Life, and 
mT the Woes of the Sons of Men. 


1 10 "of P 
Ox a State of Sickneſs, ds isthe Valley. 
of the Shadow of Death, "PAIGE. 18 the | 


firſt en 


4845 is the Rhetorick 0 Sickneſs, and 
its Language a Complaint of Sorrow : 'The 
Accent is a Sigh or a Prayer; and Tears and 
Groans « carry on the Melancholy Expreſſion : 2 
Theſe call ſtrongly for Compaſſion from God 

and 


[7 1 
and Man, with a Voice that pierces the 
Gate of Heaven, like the Cry, of a diſcon- 
ſolate Priſoner, . or an Orphan deſtitute. 
Some are endu'd with a more tender Senſe, 
and to them the Smart is Keener, - and the 
Preſſure double. As the Divine Body of 
our Lord, in which dwelt the Fulneſs of the 
Godhead, was more ſuſceptible of Anguiſh, 
by the Equality and Delicacy of its Con- 
ſtitution, than thoſe of the hardy Thieves, 
whoſe Temper was more rude and inſenſible. 


n State! 8 all the Eaſe i is 
to complain, and all the Relief is a. Shriek 


or an Exclamation ! Thus is a way forc'd 


by the labouring Spirits, to divert the Tor- 
ment, and abate the Affliction ; that when 
the Load is ſomething eas d by that mourn- 


fal Sally, they may aſſiſt the feeble Heart 


o recover its Strength. Thus when our 


crucify' d Redeemer, bleeding on the Altar 


of the Croſs, faſt bound'with Miſery; and 
Tron entering into bis Soul, endured the laſt 
Extreme of his dying Agony, he cry'd out 
with a loud Voice; and the heavenly Spirit 
was torn away from its wounded, Manſion. 

| Bur 
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Bor if to Impatience, Deſpair be ad- 
ded, alt Conſolation is ſcatrer d, and the 
Forlorn rolls upon the Death-bed, as upon 


the burning Lake. This is the great Gulph, 
the Deep of Affliction; here the Aſpic ſi- 
lently enters the Breaſt; the Dragon of the 
Nethermoſt Pit ſtretches his fatal Wing o- 
ver the Pillow, and with an everlaſting Ta- 
Ion gripes his future Victim. | Deſpair is the 
Mouth of the helliſh Furnace : This makes 
a natural Evil unſupportable, it cuts off the 
| holy Force of our Prayers, and in\an In- 
terval of Pain, gives a Torture beyond the 
Fs of the Diſeaſe, e en een 


Tabu all ſpiritual Helps are vain; all 
Offices of Piety are unavailing ; above; be- 
low, on either Hand, the Terrors of God 
are ſet in Array. All Help, all Skill is 
ineffectual; the Storm has no Light, but 


from the Arrows of the moſt High, and 


the Glittering of the Sword of his Indigna> 


tion: The Ghoſts of paſt Offences mingle 3 


in the Tempeſt ; the laſt Yell of the Ship- 
wreck is heard upon the Rock, and t . 
broken Veſſel ſinks for eve. 

Ty HE 
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TE ſick Man may be ſometimes in- 
clin'd to murmur in the Day of his Viſitation, 
and even to ſpeak againſt God, who crea- 
ted the Speech of his Tongue for bis own 
Glory! He may be apt to accuſe his God 
rather than himſelf, and he in Danger of 
becoming an Eccho, and a Child of Satan, 
by repining at the Divine Providence, and 
taxing the Government of the moſt High. 
He aggravates his own Sufferings by his 
Fretfulneſs, is uneaſy to his Friends and 
Aſſiſtants; is harſh and wilful, moroſe and 
| fantaſtick, wreſtleſs and diſcontented, like 
a pale wounded Soldier, that faihts all the 
E weary Day upon his Watch, cold and 
hungry; and on the Approach of Night, 
W that gives Eaſe to others, endures a ſharp 


| ; Inciſion, and the tearing of a Barbed 
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= 1x Sickneſs, the former Gaiety of the 
= Spirit is alter'd; and the Intereſts and Plea- 


le ſures of paſt Life loſe their Reliſh. The 


Soul begins already to put on the Shroud, 

before the Tabernacle is diſfolv'd, and lays 
aſide the light Garment of vain Deſire; 
* the 


| ſhe counts the ſlow Moments by the Pauſes 


The ſees 2 Hand upon the Wall taking 1 
down the Ornaments, and pointing to the 


his Pride and his Fancy, and reads by a 


of Meditation, and reckons the falling 
Sands by her Prayers; her Cloathing of 
Fleſh fits troubleſome upon her, and ſor- 
rowful is her Habitation ; her "He declines 


in Darkneſs, a Midnight Curtain veils over 
the glittering Scenes of the World, and 


ns 
e 


Coffin alone in Secret. 


T HE ſick Man bends already into his 
Funeral Apartment; he views the mouldring 
Clay, and the Brother Worms of his Char- 
nel-houſe, his laſt Lodging- place; forgets | . 


dim Taper the Regiſter of his Morta- 
lity. He goes into the Clefts of the Rock 
like a ſolitary Hermit, and hews his Tomb 
out of it in the Gloom of his Imagination; 
his Bread is dippd in Tears, and all 
his Delights are brought low. He ſits on 
the Margin of his cold Grave, deſcends MW 
into the Cavern prepar'd for him, and 
judges himſelf by an early Thought a- 
gainſt the laſt Aſſize. Thus the Minutes 
| ſtrike 


7 


ſtrike on, till the Sentence of Diſſolution 
is read, and the Knell, that gives the 
Warning, is ſounded. | 


| ON the Execution of that final Decree, 
the Doom's-Day of preſent Life; painful 
| are the Struggles of the unwilling Body, 
ſad the Conflicts of the boding Soul. 


Tux Forehead is baptiz'd for the Dead 
| with a Sweat of Vater, bearing Witneſs 
70 the Blood of our Lord's Agony, pre. 
paring it for Clay, to take the cold Seal 
of the Coffin, 


Tas Senſes are languid and unactive, all 
the Daughters of Muſick ceaſing to the Ear, 


the Eye bereav'd of its Luſtre, wan and mo- 


Y tionleſs, like a Glaſs cover d with Dew, or 
1 the Aſpect of the Sky, overcaſt with angry 
Clouds, the Forerunners of the Tempeſt of 
God: the Limbs benumb'd and inanimate; 
Por betraying the Tumults within; the Spirit 
4 trembling on the Brink of its Flight, as a tir d 
: | Eagle on a Precipice, forc'd to ſtretch acroſs. 
t þ an Ocean for Safety ; the Mind a Blank, its 
1 B 2 Images 
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Images all fading, like departing Shadows. 
The Phyſicians hopeleſs as thy ſelf, thy 
Companions and Attendants lamenting, and 
watering thy Couch with their Tears; the 
Spiritual Man recommending the Soul to 
Heaven ; Sadneſs in all its Pomp, the Abode 
wrapt in the Mantle of Darkneſs, as an 
Anti-Chamber to the Grave. 


Tur the Chaſe of the feeble Spirit by 
the Attacks of Pain to the Heart, the laſt 
Sanctuary, fills up the Meaſure of Sorrow 
in the broken Ciſtern; then the Mourning 
encreaſes, but who that pities thee feels a 
Calamity like thine 2 The Sound is like 
the vaniſhing Whiſper of a remote Wind, 
and thy Intereſt, thy Regard, is expiring 
with thee. As yet there is no Diſtinction 
in the Denth-prece, that will be viſible in 
the Sin, or the Innocence of the Perſon. 


HE that has been to this Cyiſis wicked 
and impenitent, if he has the leaſt Im- 
preſſion of his coming Lot, if his Eeart be 6 | 
not untam'd, as a Lyon of Afric, hunted 
down by his Purſuers; if his Conſcience be 

not 


t 
not untill'd as the Wilds of Arabia, he 
will be his own Terror ; Images of Diſmay 
will haunt him; the Hand of his evil Dæmon 
will be on his Shoulder, tearing away the 
Soul from its Companion, driving the ſupe- 
rior Part, the Lord of the Houſe, from his 
Dwelling, beckoning to the Tomb, urging 
to the Bar of God, reaching forth a Scroll 
of Sins unremitted ; filling the Breaſt with 
new Alarms, blotting out the Proſpect of 
Peace, and rendring the very Belief of 
Chriſt an Article of Fear, and a Rack to 
the amaz d Conſcience. 

TEN they call upon their Friends 
to commiſerate and reſcue them, but there - 
is none to comfort them; they, in whom 
they truſted, can be no Ranſom, they ex- 
3 perience what they did not apprehend; then 
WE the Searchings and Achs of Heart, the Re- 
8 membrance of Evil, the Expectance of 
Wrath to come, the Horror of an incens'd 
Cod, and the Company of Fiends con- 
ſpire to ſign the Curſe, and are the unhappy 
Passport to the Houſe of Eternal Mourning, 

and Gnaſhing of Teeth. 
4 Depriv'd 


DzrRk1v'p of the anointing of the. Holy. 
One, unguarded by thoſe Angels, who are 
ſent to miniſter to the Heirs of Salvation 
naked of good Deeds, and the Witneſs of 


an appeas d Conſcience, the awaken'd Spi- 


rit teturns to him that gave it, is conſfign'd: 
to its ſecret Priſon-houſe, where, with woos 


ing and wailing, it ſhall wait for the laſt: 
Hour of 'Time, to convey it to more than 
it could dread, or we are able to con- 
ceive. 1 > act 
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Let me dye the Death of the Righteous, 
and let my laſt End belike His. At his Con- 
verſion the Angels rejoyce, and make his Bed 
in his Sickneſs, the Mediation of Chriſt, and: 

the Plea of God's Spirit are ſucceſsful in 
his Favour, becauſe he finiſh'd his Courſe: 
and kept the Faith: At his Tranſlation, a 
Ray of Bliſs ſhines forth amidſt the Storm 9 
the Mind ſatisfy d with its own Actions, riſes 
with humble Chearfulneſs, and on a Senſe 
of its Sincerity dares look upward, and ſay, | 
when (hall I come to appeay before the Pre- 


ence of God ? 
ITE 
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Tux Sufferings of the Body, the Stroke 
of a Diſeaſe, the Contentions of Nature, 
only ſerve to releaſe -it from an unhappy 
W Fetter, to vindicate its Freedom, and aſ- 

ſert its Glory : Like the dim Face of the 
| Evening, or the Blackneſs of a little Storm F 
ſoon the Heaven opens by the Thunder that 


Cloud, and God is reconcil d ; Like an 
April Sun, the Tear was ſcarce ſeen upon 
| his Eye, but it diſappear d. 


of his Prayers, the Bloſſom of his Alms- 
Deeds, the Memory of his Trials overcome, 
and his Soul and Body preſented to God, 


Death is paſt; he is now an Heir of 
= 72/25, almoſt poſſeſſing the promis'd Crown, 
the Wall of Partition is now broken be- 


8 
s {tween Life and Immortality; Peter is 
„ Prais d by the ſmiting of his Side, and led 


forth of his Dungeon; with Aſſurance the 


Sphere of Things, another Creation, 
= where 


ſhakes it, the Bow is ſet in the weeping - 


Ho v ſweet then will be the Incenſe | 


Jas a whole Burnt- offering! More truly can 
he ſpeak than 4gag, that the Bitterneſs 


Y 2 iſoner of Hope advances into another 
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where new Senſes . and new Ob- 
jects are * d. 


T H E Accufer of the Brethren arraigns 
it of its Crimes, but the Guardian Angel 
replies, there was Joy in Heaven on its Pe- 
nitence; the Redeemer acquits it; the Spi- 

rits of Hell are put to Shame and Confuſion; 

f the happy Soul goes on triumphant, under 
the Conduct of Heavenly Beings, to the 
Manſion which our Lord prepar'd for it in 
his Father's Houſe : There it thall repoſe in 
a Place of Light and Refreſhment, till its 
Garland is perfected, and its Seat of con- 

ſummate Bliſs ſhall call it to fill the Va- 
cancies of the fallen Angels, and put on the | 
Robes of Eternal Righteouſneſs and Praiſe. - 


; Svcu are the Conflicts of the Death- | | 
bed, ſuch is the various Power of the. Dart 
of the King of Terrors. 


Bur Death may be conſider'd, under 
ſeveral Notions, each capable of its diſtinct MF 
Improvement, to apply this Deſcription in 

the moſt familiar Terms. 


As 


E 

As it is a leaving of this World, it teaches 
us, that how valuable ſoever the Things of 
it may be in themſelves, yet they are not ſo 
valuable to us, becauſe our Property and 
| Enjoyment of them is not ſecure. Hence 
ve ought not to ſet our Aﬀections ſo much 
upon the World, as to make 't uneaſy to us 
to leave it; we ſhould ſo uſe it, as not to 
abuſe it, becauſe it is ſhort and periſhing; 
we ſhould not be over ſollicitous about its 
Hardſhips, ſince we are not delign'd to ſtay 
Wn it, nor ſacrifice a Lite immortal to a 
Franſitory Satisfaction. 


190 we . * 


. Op 


Was the World fo valuable a Thing, 
Wt wou'd be more laſting, but ſiuce God in- 
| I Eads a Change, he certainly intends that 
bange for the better. This ſhould rectify 
; Fur Notions of preſent Things, for it is our 
W pinions of Things that ruin us: we ſhould 
ve tn Expectation of greater Happineſs, 
| Pt be concern'd therefore at the Shortneſs 
W our Life, it being only a State of Growth 

pd Trial for another, but improve all 
Wine: here, ſo as to make them ſubſer- 
Eat to our future Happineſs. 
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difloly'd: It ſhews us, that the Soul is the 


dy be the Inſtrument of them; that the Body 


mortal, and mnſt be ſhortly parted with; 
that we ſhall live without them till the Re- 
ſurrection, and then they will be alter di 
and therefore ſhould now have as little 


our Entrance on a new ch unknown State 


1 7 
Ax OTHER Notion of Death, is that it is 
our putting off theſe Bodies; this ſhews the 
Diſtinction of Body and Soul, and ſhould. 
teach us eſpecially to take Care of the lat- : 
ter, which will ſubſiſt, when the other is 


only Seat and Principle of Life, Knowledge 
and Senſation ; that it is the Soul which 
feels all our Pleaſures and Pains, tho' the Bo- 


was made for the Soul, not the Soul for the | ; 
Body; that it is only the Body that inter- 
cepts the Sight of the other World, that we 


muſt not ſpend too much Time, or place too 


great a Pride on our Bodies, ſince they are 


Commerce with Senſe, and Union with the 
World as poſſible ; and that ſince they will 
be reunited to the Soul at the Reſurrection 
we ſhould prepare them for that Conjunction i 
by the Rules of Virtue and Religion. [ 


By T Death may be alſo conſider'd al 
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e what our Saviour requires, becauſe he only 
© can inform us, what Diſpoſitions ſhould fit 
h us for that unknown Happineſs ; yet not- 
- withſtanding this is no reaſonable Diſcou- 
y ragement to good Men, nor Encouragement 
ie to the bad, fince we know enough of this 
r- State, to ſupport the one, and terrify the 
e other, and as thoſe Pleaſures are untry'd, 
20 it ſhould raiſe our Expectations and Deſires 
re of experiencing them, | Fs 
” Tx: Certainty of our Death is an addi- 
4 tional Thought, that will teach us Wiſdom : 
e Had not Man ſinn'd, he had not dy'd, he 
bel would have been immortal; indeed that 
i Peing was not the original Right of Man, 


0 


of Life: : This ſhews how neceſlary an entire. 


Truſt and Faith in God is, without which, 
we cannot enter comfortably on a State 


which we do not know: How reaſonable 


it is to comply with the Goſpel, and to do 


but wholly owing to the Grace and Fa- 
vour of God; however it was firſt appoint- 
ed in the State of Righteouſneſs : But when 
Sin enter'd the World, an immortal Life 
here became impoſſible, without a conſtant 
Series of Miracles; for Sin brought in Cor- 


C 2 ruption, 


ruption, and that was naturally follow'd by 
Diſſolution. N 


Ix PEED, conſidering what the State of tbe 
World is, ſince the Fall, an immortal Life 
here is not deſirable, for it is far from being 
compleatly happy. Since the Fall, Mor- 
tality is neceſſary to the Government of the 
World, for nothing can give a Check to 
the Wickedneſs of ſome Men, but the Tom 
of Death, and God ſhew'd his Mercy, in 
giving a Promiſe of Chriſt's future er 
to raiſe us from the Dead, before he de- 
nounc'd the Sentence of Death upon us. 


' Now this Certainty of our Death, con- 
ſequent on the Fall, aftords great Inſtruction. 
to us: It ſhould teach us frequently to think 
of Death, and keep it in View; the firſt 
Thing we ought to do, is to prepare for it, 
this will deliver us from the Fears of it, 
and ſupport us under the Troubles of Life; 
it makes it reaſonable to ſacriace our Lives 
to God, it ſlews, what little Cauſe we have 
to be afraid of the Power of Men, ſince it 


extends only to a mortal Body, whereas 
5 Sin 


Far T4 
Sin will make us obnoxious to that more 
terrible Po wer, which can deſtroy the 
* | 


T HE Time of our Death is to us uncer- 
tain, and known to none but God ; not that 
the Period of every particular Man's Life is 
ſet, but it is faid of Man in general, that 
his Days are determin'd ; there are Bounds 
ſet to human Life, ſuch a Time as moſt 
commonly ends the longeſt, which is all 
the Decree that can be clearly affirm'd in 
this Matter. 


Bu x we have little Reaſon to complain 
of the Shortneſs of Life, for one much lon- 
ger wou'd not be for the General Happineſs 
of Mankind; the World is at preſent une- 
qual, and Seventy Years is Length ſufficient 
for a Life of Uncertainty and Miſery : The 
| World might alſo be over-peopled, were 
our Lives much more protracted, and if 
Mien are not reſtrain'd from Wickedneſs 

by the Apprehenſion of a ſpeedier Death, a 
greater Delay of it would the n more harden 
them. | 


S1NcE 


- Stxce therefore we cannot live beyond 
ſuch a Term, we ſhould not ſtretch our 
Hopes and Deſigns beyond it, we ſhould: 
often count our Days, obſerve how our 
Lives waſte, and draw near to Eternity; 
and when that End approaches, we ſhould 
then apply ourſelves to a more ſerious and 
ſolemn Preparation for it. In converſing 
more with our ſelves, in laying out more 
Time in Devotion, in fixing moſt of our 


Thoughts on another World, and taking 


Care, that we carry out of the World no 
Inclinations to it along with us. 


Since the Term of our Life is ſhort, it 
concerns us to loſe none of our Time; we 
loſe our Time, when it turns to no Acebung 

to us after it is gone, when we cannot look 


back upon it without Amazement and Hor- 


ror, and when we muſt live it over again, 
like a Traveller who has miſtaken his Way : 


Life being ſhort therefore we ought to live 


as much as we can in ſo ſhort a Time; we 
muſt early begin to live like Men and Chri- 
ſtians, have a Care of all Interruptions and 
— ions of * and mind the, Bu- 
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ſtians of our Duty here, ſince Life does not 
conſiſt ſo much in Duration as Action. 
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Bu r, if Life be ſo ſhort, we have little 
# Reaſon to complain of ſpending it in the 
Service of God for an Eternal Reward ; the 
ſinful Pleaſures of this World can be no 
great Temptation, compar'd with an Eter- 
nity of Happineſs or Miſery ; and it ſuffici- 
ently anſwers all Arguments againſt Provi- 
dence, when both the Proſperity of bad 
Men, and the Afflictions of the Good, are 
ſo ſhort, that they are nothing in the Ac- 
count of Eternity, 


0 


. 


Ir does not appear, that the Time, 
Manner, and Circumſtances of every parti- 
cular Man's Death are determin'd by an 
= abſolute and unconditional Decree: We 
„may lengthen or ſhorten our Lives, as we 
* WE behave ourſelves in this World; God has 
0 i promis'd long Life to ſome, and threaten d 
© a ſhorter to others in Scripture ; ſome Men 
live longer by Temperance, as others ſhort- 


k er by the contrary; and God's Providence 
and Judgments often over-rule this Matter: 
a *© Es Our 


9 7 


Our Lives are in his Hand, this is a Satis? 
1 faction to good Men, and ſhould powers 
=_—_ wy. ates us to ſerve and F f him. 


E 


S1Nos au Time fi our Death is ni 
known to us, it is unreaſonable to flatter 
ourſelves with the Hopes of long Life, bet 
cauſe that Expectation may fail us; that 
Hope may make us too fond of the World, 
expoſe us to its Temptations, leſſen our 

Thoughts of another, and encourage Men 
to ſin, by a vain Reſolution of repenting, 
before they die. Since the Fime of dying 
is ſo uncertain, we ought always to live in 
F Expectation of it; we ſhould j improve our 
Wo preſent Time, for no Time is ours but what 
[i | is preſent, and do all the Good we can in 
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| 1 it: The Salvation of our Souls is the one 
Wi Thing needful, the Care of them is the 
N Work of every Day, as much as to preſerve | 
1 our Bodily Health; and ſince we all reſolve | 
79 to repent before we die, it is this Day as 
Mi, neceſlary as ever it will be, becavſe we are 
Wi: not ſure of another. They that haye been 
. guilty of great Sins, ought to be hereafter 
0 the more ſevere upon themſelves in Pro- 

| 4 ay portion 


portion; and at beſt, we ſhould employ as 
much Time as poſſible upon another World. 


Sinct Life is ſo uncertain, it ought to 
| cure an anxious Care and Sollicitude for the 
Time to come; and it ſhould prevent too 
much Fear or Confidence in Man, when 
| their Power to help, or to Hurt us, is ſo Ve- 
ry dubious, 


G o Þ has ſhewn great Wiſdom and 
W Goodneſs, in concealing the Time of our 
Death from us: It would be no great Com- 
fort to ſome, to know they are to die to 
| Morrow ; it would deſtroy all the Induſtry: 
and Improvements of Mankind, and be 
& miſchievous to Society, were all to be cer- 
| tain of the Time of dying; it would leſſen 
the Trial of our Virtue, and lay too great 
Ja Force upon us, or elſe take away the 
Reſtraint we ſhould have, by extending or 
ſhortening the Proſpect of our Mortality. 


= Then ſince dying once, determines our 
State for ever, our Day of Grace ends here, 
and what we do for an Hereafter, muſt be 
2 done in this Life; nay, ſince Men may 
D ” | torten 
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horten their Day of Grace, and outlive 
the Poſſibility of Repentance, it is of the 
utmoſt Conſequence to avoid all the De- 
grees of being ill prepard ſor it, to 
begin ſoon in Piety, and perſevere to | 
the End, to beware of dying in Sin, and iſ 
of a Death-Bed Repentance, which is cer- 8 
tainly too late to rely upon with Satis- 
faction. 


AN p as Death is in itſelf ſhocking to 
Nature, it is highly proper to furniſh our 
ſelves with Remedies againſt that exorbitant 
Fear of it, which exceeds a due Caution, 
and the Motive to a good Life. 


TER is nothing more dreadful than 
Death to ſuch as have no Hopes in God; I 
but the Chriſtian Religion affords us true 
Comfort againſt that Apprehenſion: Chrift 
has reſcu'd us from Eternal Death, if we 
join with him in conquering that which is 
Spiritual, 8 


TAE Remedies againſt its Fear, are 
often to meditate on it, and every Moment 


to expect it, to conſider, that we are in the 
Hands | 


Ir 
it 


it 
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Hands of a merciful God, and to diſengage 


our Hearts from the World, to forſake 


Vice, and apply ourſelves to Piety and 
Sanctification, to repoſe on Divine Provi- 


dence, aud truſt in infinite Goodneſs, to 
conſider the Death and Sufferings of our 
Lord, and to conſider the Merits of his 

| Croſs, to meditate on him in his Sepulchre, 
W Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and fitting at the 
$ Right Hand of God, to maintain an inſepa- 


rabls Union with him, by the means of his 


© Grace and Spirit, which is the firſt Fruits 
of a bleſſed Immortality; to conſider, that 
Death delivers us from all the Temporal 
Evils which we daily ſuffer, from our Sins 
and our Corruptions; that it is an Inlet to 
Glory and Happineſs, to a bleſſed _ 
ſurrection, and to Life Eternal. 
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5 & 0 3 all Diiculties, 8 and Cavils : 

againſt the ORATORY, and give a clear 
Account of the Progreſs of the Undertaking, | he 
3 Books are lately republiſh „ ; 

I. ORATOR L- Tranſactiens, N®. 1. containing 15 


« 1 


the ORATORY in Liacoli s- Inn. Fields; and 
Milk for Babes, or a Light to St. Martin's- Lane. 
Alto be had at the Book ſellers, N Shop , 
an 


"i 


Narrative of the Life, eka Correſpendence, | 
3 Sc. of Mr. Henley, and the Occaſion of this Inſtitu- 
tion, 2. A Defence of the ORATORY againſt all 
1118 Objections, 3 3. an Idea of what is to be taught in the 
WH. Weekday's Academy, beyond other Schemes of Edu- 
* "tion and Accompliſhment, 43. The Original Plan 
| 8 and Rules of diſputing and conferring. 5. The firſt 
{8 Sermon at the opening of the ORA T ORT. 
11 Il. ORA TORY - Tranſactions, No. 2. cons 
18 _ raining 1. Two Liſts of the Subjects and Copies 
12 of the OR AT ORT. 2. A Paradox on the 
13 Higory, Uſe, Refinement, and Examples of Non# 
LE ele. 3. A Niſcourſe on Action in the Pulpit. 
155 III. The Primitive Liturgy and Euchariſt, with 
The 8 T 50 Lectures, on the Euchariſt eſpecially; proving 
i 1-258 the Church and Divines of England to contradich 
1 a themſelves i in it, and to acknowledge, that their 8a 
R FCrament is not, and that ours is that of the Pris 
1 mitive Cburch of England. „ 
1 IV. The Butcher's Lecture. 1325 2 
il {2 | J. An Oration on the Errors of Painters i in Churdl 
1 Work. 
[51318 VI. A Diſſertation on grave Conundrums, and 
1 ſerious Buffoons, proving the Authority and Practice 
1 of Burleſque preaching trom the greateſt Men of all 
| 11 Religions and Perſuaſions. 
iti . | VII. The firſt Charity- -Sermon ar the opening of 
r 
41 
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